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NIETZSCHE 

PHIL 465, SECTION 01 (72535) 

LIBERAL ARTS BLDNG., ROOM 146 

TR 2:10-3:30 PM 
FALL SEMESTER 2007 
Professor: David Sherman Office Hours: W 1:00-3:00 and by appt. 
Office: LA 153, ext. 2607 Email: David.Sherman@umontana.edu 
COURSE DESCRIPTION: 
Friedrich Nietzsche is one of the most influential figures in the history of philosophy, and he is 
also one of the most misunderstood. In this course, we shall consider anew Nietzsche's views on 
truth, science, morality, modernity, religion, and art, and we shall try to make sense of doctrines 
such as the will to power, eternal recurrence, perspectivism, genealogy, and the death of God. 
We start the course by briefly examining Schopenhauer's The World as Will and Representation. 
We then examine the affects of this book on Nietzsche's "early period," most notably in The 
Birth of Tragedy and "Truth and Lies in an Extramoral Sense," an important early essay. Then, 
moving into his "middle period," we briefly look at segments from the positivistic Human All 
Too Human before going on to examine, in greater detail, The Gay Science. At this point, we 
look at some important segments from Beyond Good and Evil and The Will to Power before 
closely examining what I take to be Nietzsche's two most important works, The Genealogy of 
Morals and Twilight of the Idols, both of which are associated with his "late period." Finally, as 
our dessert, we will read Nietzsche's literary masterpiece, Thus Spake Zarathustra. 
REQUIRED TEXTS: 
Nietzsche 	 The Birth ofTragedy (tr. Whiteside), Penguin ("BT") 
The Portable Nietzsche (tr. Kaufmann), Penguin ("_-PN") 
The Gay Science (tr. Kaufmann), Vintage ("GS") 
On the Genealogy ofMorals and Ecce Homo (tr. Kaufmann), Vintage ("GM") 
Additional readings will be available under the Mansfield Library's "Course Reserve Materials" 
system (abbreviated "ER" in the list below). This link is on the Mansfield Library's homepage. 
The password for the course is: Nietzsche 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS AND EVALUATION: 
Your grade for the course will be based upon two tests, one paper, attendance, and participation. 
The tests, scheduled for October 18 and December 10, are worth 30% and 40%, respectively, of 
your final grade. You must bring a blue book to both tests, which are "closed book." The paper, 
which is worth 30% of your final grade, is due on December 6. For undergraduates, the paper 
must be between 1800 and 2000 words; for graduate students, it must be between 2800 and 3000 
words. (On your paper, you should put the word count at the top of the first page, along with 
your name, and submit two copies.) In addition, I reserve the right to modify your overall grade 
by one grade increment based on your attendance (required) and participation (advised). 
You are expected to arrive on time. Although any given late arrival will be tolerated, a pattern of 
late arrivals will not. If you cannot attend regularly and on time, you should not take this course. 
Cell phones should be turned off for the duration of the class, and texting is not permitted. Make­
up tests will not be given unless evidence of an illness or emergency is provided, and late papers 
will be docked one grade increment for each day late. Cheating in any form will be punished in 
accord with the Student Disciplinary Code. 
Aug28 
 Introduction: Kant and Hegel 

Aug 30 
 Schopenhauer: WWR I and II: Sees. 1-4 (pp. 3-13) and 17-19 (pp. 95-106) (ER) 

Sept4 
 Schopenhauer: WWR III: Sees. 30-34 (pp. 169-181) and 52 (pp. 255-267) (ER) 

Sept 6 
 Schopenhauer: WWR IV: Sees. 54 (pp. 274-286) and 70 (pp. 402-408) (ER) 

Sept 11 
 BT: ch. 1-5 (pp. 14-32) 

Sept 13 
 BT: ch. 6-10 (pp. 32-54) 

Sept 18 
 BT: ch. 11-15 (pp. 54-75) and "Attempt at a Self-Criticism" (pp. 3-12) 

Sept 20 
 TL-PN: pp. 42-47/HAH: Part I, Sections 1-22 (ER) 

Sept 25 
 GS: Bk 1 (pp. 73-118) 

Sept 27 
 GS: Bk 2 (pp. 121-164) 

Oct2 
 GS: Bk 3 (pp. 167-220) 

Oct4 
 GS: Bk 4 (pp. 223-275) 

Oct9 
 BGE: Preface and Part 1 (pp. 1-3, 9-32) (ER) 

Oct 11 
 WP: Preface and Book 1, Part I, Sees. 1-16 (pp. 7 -15) (ER) 

Oct 16 
 Catch-up and Review 

Oct 18 
 FIRST EXAM 

Oct23 
 GM: Preface and First Essay (pp. 15-56) 

Oct25 
 GM: Second Essay (pp. 57-96) 

Oct30 
 GM: Third Essay (pp. 97-163) 

Nov 1 
 TWI-PN (pp. 465-486) 

Nov6 
 TWI-PN (pp. 486-513) 

Nov 8 
 TWI-PN (pp. 513-563) 

Nov 13 
 Z-PN: First Part- Z's Prologue (pp. 121-137) 

Nov 15 
 Z-PN: First Part- Z's Speeches (pp. 137-191) 

Nov20 
 Z-PN: Second Part (pp. 195-259) 

Nov22 
 THANKSGIVING 

Nov27 
 Z-PN: Third Part (pp. 264-343) 

Nov29 
 Z-PN: Fourth Part (pp. 349-439) 

Dec4 
 Catch-up and Review 

Dec6 
 Final Thoughts 

PAPERS DUE 

Dec 10 
 SECOND EXAM 
(Monday: 3:20pm) 
TENTATIVE SCHEDULE 
